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Background JPI MYBL 

The Joint Programming Initiative ‘More Years, Better Lives’ (JPI MYBL) seeks to enhance coordination 

and collaboration between European and national research programmes related to demographic 

change. Areas affected by demographic change cover a wide range of research fields and policy topics 

ranging from health to social welfare, education & learning, work & productivity to housing, urban & rural 

development and mobility. JPI MYBL therefore follows a transnational, multi-disciplinary approach 

bringing together different research programmes and researchers from various disciplines in order to 

provide solutions for the upcoming challenges and make use of the potential of societal change in 

Europe.  

We are an initiative of currently 17 member states represented by representatives of ministries, funding 

agencies, civil society and research institutes. Throughout the year we organise workshops at 

conferences and with partners, attend meetings, collaborate with other institutions, organise expert 

processes, publish positions and policy papers and support and supervise the projects we are funding 

in research calls. 

Aim of the joint call  

This call aims to support policy in reducing inequality in the face of demographic change. The call seeks 

research which will improve our understanding of how demographic change is altering the implicit 

contract between generations and how policy can ensure that change reduces inequality instead of 

increasing it. Specifically, the call deals with three aspects of inequality:  

1. Income and wealth: Extending working life changes the distribution of income and wealth 

between generations. Income in later life is very unevenly distributed on the basis of previous 

employment, earnings, and the structure of different pension systems and different patterns of 

housing tenure. Changes in the costs of social care and the time people spend longer in 

retirement are affecting patterns of intergenerational inheritance.  

2. Caring responsibilities: A high proportion of older people (particularly, but not exclusively 

women) undertake caring responsibilities for parents, children or partners. Caring can be 

emotionally rewarding, but can also seriously damage the mental and physical health of the 

carer, as well as diminish their employment opportunities.  

3. Social and political participation: In many countries older people are more likely than young 

people to participate in formal political processes. However, their interests and concerns may 

still be underrepresented in political decision making. Older people are also more vulnerable to 

social isolation and loneliness. Their sense of identity and security can also be challenged as 

neighbourhoods change, becoming younger, or possibly poorer.  

Funded projects 

In total six projects are funded:  

• CAREWELL TF: Care, Inequality and Wellbeing in Transnational Families in Europe. 

• CIVEX: Exclusion from civic engagement of a diverse older population: Features, experiences 

and policy implications. 

• EUROCARE: Inequalities in informal caring over the adult life course in Europe: social 

participation, health and the influence of COVID-19 

• EQUALCARE: Alone but connected? Digital (in)equalities in care work and generational 

relationships among older people living alone. 

• PENSINEQ: Unequal ageing: life-expectancy, care needs and reforms to the welfare state. 

• WELLCARE: Caring Over the Lifecycle: the Roles of Families and Welfare States Today and 

Into the Future. 

https://www.jp-demographic.eu/
https://www.jp-demographic.eu/about-us/participating-countries/


Summary kick-off meeting 

The chair of JPI MYBL, Peter Allebeck, welcomed all participants (43 in total) to the online kick-off 

meeting and introduced the aim of the meeting and the topic of the joint call. The meeting was divided 

in two parts, you can find the detailed programme outline and list of participants in Annex I and II, 

respectively. Below you can find a written summary of the meeting:   

Part I - Getting to know the projects 

All funded projects participated in the kick-off meeting. The principal investigators (PIs) gave a short 

introduction to the projects by explaining the aim, objectives and goals of the project and sharing the 

expected outcomes (Annex III).  

Afterwards, in the interactive session the PIs discussed the opportunities for collaboration with the other 

projects funded in this call as the aim is to write a joint policy paper at the end of the projects duration. 

Therefore, it was important to see how the different projects, focusing on different topics, can 

complement each other. Together, the PIs discovered how research can be performed in a way that 

enables them to combine their results afterwards. The following complementary themes were identified: 

• Life course perspective  

• Ageing  

• Caring: care across the life course, inside and/or outside the family 

• Inequality including the social economic position 

• Participatory approach   

It was also suggested that the projects could share produced data to collaborate and better exploit the 

new data. Part I of the kick-off meeting finished with reflections from the chair and the message that the 

JPI MYBL community is looking to forward to the results.  

Part II - Networking with Advisory Boards  

Part II of the meeting started with a coffee break during which the PIs had their first meeting with the 

projects’ Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) liaison person. The liaison person establishes and maintains 

a relationship with the project in order to enhance communication between JPI MYBL and the research 

project, to provide advice to support the progress of the project and share the JPI MYBL perspective.  

Afterwards there were two speed date sessions with Societal Advisory Board (SOAB) organizations. 

During these sessions the PIs had short meetings with stakeholder organizations that are part of the JPI 

MYBL.  

 

 

  



Annex I: Programme outline kick-off meeting EWG call 

Part I – Getting to know the projects  

Time Topic 

15.00 - 15.25 Opening 

• Opening words by the JPI MYBL chair Peter Allebeck  

• Presentation about structure JPI MYBL by MYBL secretariat  

• Introduction Scientific Advisory Board by the chair Johan Fritzell  

• Introduction Societal Advisory Board by the chair Nathalie Noupadja  

15.25 - 15.55 Introduction to the projects 

• CAREWELL TF, coordinator Ruth Evans  

• CIVEX, coordinator Rodrigo Serrat  

• EUROCARE, coordinator Anne McMunn 

• EQUALCARE, coordinator Miranda Leontowitsch 

• PENSINEQ, coordinator Antoine Bozio 

• WELLCARE, coordinator Concepció Patxot  

15.55 - 16.00 Screen break 

16.00 - 17.00 Interactive session 

During this session we aim to find out what the similarities and differences between 

the projects are and how they can complement each other. How can they perform 

research in a way to combine their results afterwards? 

17.00 - 17.10 Closing part I 

• Summary and closing by Peter Allebeck  

 

Part II – Networking with Advisory Boards 

17.10 - 17.25 Coffee break with SAB liaison  

17.25 - 17.45 Speed date with SOAB organizations  

 

 

  



Annex II: List of participants  

Research projects 

Name Project   Institution / organization 

Rosa Mas Giralt CAREWELL TF University of Leeds 

Ruth Evans CAREWELL TF (coordinator) University of Reading 

Rodrigo Serrat CIVEX (coordinator) University of Barcelona 

Fredrica Nyqvist CIVEX Abo Akademi University 

Anne McMunn EUROCARE (coordinator) UCL 

Jeroen Spijker EUROCARE Centre d'Estudis Demografics 

Miranda Leontowitsch EQUALCARE (coordinator) Goethe-University Frankfurt 

Antoine Bozio PENSINEQ (coordinator) Paris School of Economics 

Concepció Patxot WELLCARE (coordinator) Universitat de Barcelona 

General Assembly 

Name Affiliation  Institution / organization 

Peter Allebeck Chair JPI MYBL Independent member 

Bettina Glaser GA representative Austria Austrian Federal Ministry of 

Education, Science and 

Research 

Susanne Dragosits GA representative Austria Austrian Federal Ministry of 

Education, Science and 

Research 

Jacques Critchley GA representative Canada Canadian Institute of Health 

Research 

Jane Rylett GA representative Canada Canadian Institute of Health 

Research 

Susan Rogers GA representative Canada Canadian Institute of Health 

Research 

Minna-Liisa Luoma GA representative Finland Finnish Institute for Health and 

Welfare 

Josselin Thuilliez GA representative France Ministry of Higher Education, 

Research and Innovation 

France 

Angelika Frederking GA representative Germany VDI/VDE Innovation + Technik 

Katrin Nostadt  GA representative Germany Federal Ministry of Education 

and Research 

Maxie Lutze GA representative Germany VDI/VDE Innovation + Technik 

Siri Hollekim Haaland GA representative Norway The Research Council of 

Norway 

Sofie Wallerström GA representative Sweden Swedish Research Council for 

Health, Working Life and 

Welfare (Forte) 

Corinna Jaitner GA representative UK Economic and Social Research 

Council 

Eve Forrest GA representative UK Economic and Social Research 

Council 

Uldis Berkis Representative Latvia State Education Development 

Agency Republic of Latvia 

Edvard Beem JPI MYBL ambassador  ZonMw 



Scientific Advisory Board  

Name Affiliation  Institution / organization 

Anne Meißner SAB member University of Hildesheim  

Christine Le Clainche  SAB member University of Lille 

Clemens Tesch-Roemer SAB member German Centre of Gerontology 

Erik Buskens SAB member University of Groningen 

Eskil Wadensjö SAB member Swedish Institute for Social 

Research 

Georg Ruppe SAB member Austrian Interdisciplinary 

Platform on Ageing 

Janice Keefe SAB member Nova Scotia Centre on Ageing 

Lynn McDonald SAB member University of Toronto 

Sibylle Olbert-Bock SAB member University of Applied Sciences 

St Gallen 

Societal Advisory Board  

Name Affiliation  Institution / organization 

Alexander Peine SOAB member Independent member 

Alexandre Sidorenko SOAB member Independent policy advisor 

Anne-Mie Drieskens SOAB member Confederation of Family 

Organisations in the European 

Union (COFACE) 

Heidrun Mollenkopf SOAB member AGE platform Europe  

Henk Bakkerode SOAB member Eurocarers  

Nathalie Noupadja SOAB member Council of European 

Municipalities and Regions 

(CEMR) 

MYBL secretariat 

Denice Moi Thuk Shung MYBL secretariat The Netherlands Organisation 

for Health Research and 

Development (ZonMw) 

Lianne van Horen MYBL secretariat The Netherlands Organisation 

for Health Research and 

Development (ZonMw) 

 

 



Annex III: Getting to know the projects 

  



 



 



 



 



 


